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should he not, to demand to treat on the affairs of Hol-
land, and on all that relates to them, immediately with his
Majesty. This is the most certain means of battering
Hertzberg in breach, who certainly has been controverted
with great firmness in these affairs by the King, and to
obtain that which we shall seem only to expect from the
judgment and personal will of the Monarch. It is a
proceeding which is successful with all Kings, even with
the greatest. Vanswieten obtained from Frederick II.
himself the most important concessions by acting thus;
and this is certainly a much more safe, as it is a more
noble mode, than all the deceitful efforts which flattery
can employ with Prince Henry, whose glaring protection
is more, injurious to the French Embassy than it ever
can be productive of good, under the most favorable
contingencies. For I am not very unapt to believe, as
the Duke affirms without disguise, that this PARTITION
PRINCE,* were he master of affairs, would be the most
dangerous of the enemies of Germanic freedom. I must
conclude, for I have not time to cipher; the remainder
of this inestimable conversation will be sent you hereafter.
Inform me, with all possible expedition, how I ought to
act under the present circumstances, and be persuaded
that, if you can find any means whatever of giving me
secret official credit with the King, or even with the
Duke, you will act very wisely.

Additional Note

If you do not imagine I am totally doting, mark me.
I conjure you to read, and cause this to be read, with
the utmost attention; and not to suffer me to wait a
single moment for an answer, even though it should be
absolutely necessary, for this purpose, to borrow some
few hours from the levity of the country, or to be con-
sistent for a whole day together.

* Ce Prince partageur: alluding, no doubt, to the dismemberment
of Poland, in which he was as LAUDABLY active as the just, the
philosophic, the GREAT King, his brother, and from motives EQUALLY
PURE, as will be seen from, the anecdote of the statue.r it was precisely his fault still remains to be inquired.t whom
